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L Dear friends,

This month’s commentary looks a the upcoming Uranus-Pluto decade
within the longer perspective of humanity’s collective evolution.

—Bill Herbst

StoRrIES WE TELL OURSELVES

More than any other archetypal symbolsin astrology, Uranus and Pluto track step-by-step through their
pared cyde the evolution of civilization into modernity. Time and again, the cyde reveals the onset,
development, and extraordinary impact of radical, revolutionary ideas that reshgpe culture and change
the ways human beings think about oursdves and our world.

At their quaterly points of activation, Uranus-Pluto cydes correspond to the upwelling of confrontations
between the new and the old—rebdlion and revolution, innovetion and invention, intdlect and passion,
independence and repression, initiaion and collgpse, upheaval and violence These shocking uprisings
penetrate dl the institutions of society—government, commerce, religion, science, education, the arts, ec.
Our experience of community is shaken and stirred.

Such is the odd brilliance of the human intelect (Uranus) tha it gavanizes deep emotions inthe
collective (Pluto) through idees that signd new chapters in the mythic story of our human understanding
of life From the opposite side, primd eruptions from the collective unconscious (Pluto) spark new
philosophies and socid movements. When their time isripe, these new ideas bubble up from the basic
programming of our biogenetic heritage, crystallizing inthe simmering stew of culturd myths and memes.
History tends to attribute to specific individuas authorship of various religious reforms, sociopolitica
theories, or commercial inventions, but in redity many people simultaneously assist in the gestations

and births, al working onsimilar idess & once.



Many terms are used to describe poetically the oceanic vibrations in which we dl swim: zetgest, culturd
ethos, collective unconscious, etc. When Uranus and Pluto are active together in thisarchetype field, the
genius of individudity and the raw power of collectivity smash against each other, like tectonic plates.

A volcanic eruption of mass change spews forth from deep within the psyche of humanity. Certain
individuds ride the front edge of that wave, like chanticleers announcing the storm, while the rest of us
are picked up by the engulfing flood and pulled dong behind, whether willingly or not.

Because of the d ongated eccentricity of Pluto’s dlipticd orbit, itsangular rdationship with Uranus does
not progress through time with a uniform duration. Insteed, the cydes unfold in dternating time-frames
of approximatey 115 and 140 years from one conjunction to the next.

The exact years when the last five Uranus-Pluto cydes began were 1455, 1597, 1710, 1850, and 1966.
These dates represent crossroads or thresholds for collective humanity, critical-mass periods where the
eggs of our new thoughts about life were hatched. The specific years of each Uranus-Pluto conjunction
are not paticularly criticd in themsdves, since they mark the center of periods that are often more than
adecade in durdion.

Often, however, the correspondences are uncannily precise. Consider, for instance, the invention of
movable type in Gutenberg's printing press. The ability to mechanically print multiple copies of a
book rather than laboriously hand-copying each volume was a watershed in the history of civilization,
provoking unimagined changes in religion, science, educaion, and commerce. Gutenberg's first
commerdd venture was the publication of a mechanicdly-printed Bible, which occurred in what yeer?
1455. Bada-bing, bada-boom.

Or consider philosopher Rene Descartes, whose mind-body split (“ | think, therefore | anT’) had a
profound influence on changing the rdationship of human beings to ther physicd world. Descates was
born in 1596, a single year before the next Uranus-Pluto conjunction, and hiswritings were at the center
of theradica implications of that cyde in detaching humanity from nature.

Similarly, politicd theorist Jeean-Jacques Rousseau was born in 1712, a mere two years ater the following
Uranus-Pluto conjunction of 1710. Rousseau’s ideas were central to The Enlightenment; his thoughtson
egquality, freedom, and the socid contract would influence both the American and French revol utions that
so embodied the tenor of that cyde.

Karl Marx published The Communist Manifesto in 1848, two years before the 1850 conjunction. Richard
Wagner's opera Lohengrin premiered in 1850. Herman Mdville published Moby Dick ayear later in 1851,
the same year tha the Taping Rebdlion began, which eventudly caused the violent deaths of 20 million
Chinese. In 1853, CommodoreWilliam Perry arrived in Edo Bay, commencing the reopening of Jgpan to
the west.

All those events are anecdotd, however. Anyone with access to Wikipedia can compile similar lists
Specific incidents, however significant, are not the measure of the reshaping of civilization. They fal to
reved the scope and grandeur of the shocks implied by Uranus and Pluto injoint operation. At the heart of
every Uranus-Pluto activaion is an unexpected and radicd transformation of the collective consciousness
of human beings, ashift a& ground level inour shared assumptions about who we are and our rdation

to the world around us.

Birds, Fish, Humans

Sudden collective changes of direction are common in nature. Consider huge school s of fish swimming
together in the oceans or grea flocks of birds soaring together in flight. We have dl seen how these
groups can instantaneously reorient, turning together on adime, asif dl members of the school or flock
received an invisible but irresistible instruction to dter their direction a the same moment and in precisdy
the same manner. What mechanism triggers such shifts—td epathy? group instinct? mirror neurons? ultra
sensitive sensors? We don't understand well the instruments behind this mysterious dance of simultaneous
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mass change, and our languages to explan it are sorely inadequate. Still, we see its undenigble operation
in innumerabl e species.

At the human leved, and inthe longer duration of culturd evolution, thisdance ismessy and difficult.

If fish and birds experience inner conflict and resistance to messages of change, we don't see any
evidence of it. The sense of beonging and obedience to the group dynamic in those species is goparently
very complete. In human beings, however, the urgent messages to collectively change direction are
greeted with every conceivable reaction among individud members, from instant acceptance and
passionate embrace of the new to hard-bitten resistance and stubborn refusal to budge from the
familiarity of theold.

This conflict occurs not merdy between individuds, but within each person as wel. Snce the sudden
provocation toward mass change synchronized to Uranus-Pluto activaions arises on so many different
leves of human experience at once, each of us affirms the new direction in some areas of our lives
while denying it in other areas. Almost no oneisatotd revolutionary or a totd reectionary. We are
custom-tailored in these inner divisions, lobbying for change in some arenas while decrying itin others.
Vaiaionsin theindividua weave of our temperamental tapestries are nearly infinite

Our reactions dso shift over time. Changes we initidly rush to adopt may prove fleeting. The mgority

of those in the counterculture who lived in communes in the 1960s were gone by the 1980s, having
returned to the fold of more standard living arangements. Conversdy, waves we resist may later overteke
us. Remember the furor in the mid-'60s over the Beatles moptops?All the hair jokes about “can’t tell

the boys from the girls.” Well, by the mid-'70s dl those comedians had long hair and sideburns, and by
the '80s Nascar dads in the Old South sported mullets. The sexual hot buttons of gender anxiety had
moved on.

Some people may be gdvanized to care deeply aout one particular issue while remaining doof from
other movements inthe matrix of change. Others either participate in or resist revolutions without much
of adue as to wha deeper currents underlie the turbulence swirling around them. They are sucked in

or kept out by persond circumstances or family imprintsor the socid pressure of friends and peers,
unconsciously adopting slogans, casting votes, yet never truly sensing what is a stake. And, of course,
certan individuas reman entirely untouched by the whirlwinds, going aout their day-to-day lives as
before, perhaps observing from the siddines, perhaps not.

The SoriesWeTell OursdvesAbout Oursdves

All of that ispart of the grand panorama of Uranus-Pluto times. Different strokes for different folks.
Beyond the particular decades where the cyde’s quarterly activations erupt, however, alonger, more
subtle, and often unseen process of change unfolds, where the core meanings of each Uranus-Pluto
cycle seep into our psyches, moving the bel curve of collective consciousness, dtering our assumptions,
bdiefs, and atitudes about the nature of our shared reality.

Enduring human concerns exist, of course, as dl the great writings of the past millennia demonstrate
Plato, Shakespeare, and Lao Tzu are as rdevant today as in their own times. Love and hae, loydty and
betrayd, ideds and corruption, work and family, birth and desth—all these are permanently embedded in
the continuum of human experiences. But not everything is the same now as inearlier epochs. In the 15th
century, people discussed the ebb and flow of seasons and weather, as dways, but no one had so much as
athought about globd warming. That is anew dement inthe plot. And wherever one stands regarding
accd erated dimate change, theideaitsdf and its shocking broader implications carry undeniable power
in the evolving story of humanity charted by the current Uranus-Pluto cyde.

Each of thelast five Uranus-Pluto cydes—from 1455 to 1966—changed the stories we humans tell

oursdves about oursdves and our role in the cosmos. Every one offered its own particular additions
in moving forward the plot of our mythic story.
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We are dbout to shift into the next phase of the current 1966 cycle. The rumbles from be ow have dready
begun and will continue to crack the surface, like pre-shocks, until critical mass isreached and the edifice
of dvilization is again rocked to itscore. 2007 is the find year of a confused stasis, like a Sdvador Dali
dada painting of mdting docks. The fog of the past four years of Saturn opposite Neptuneis reaching its
last pesk. Redity and illusion have intertwined so compledy tha none of us knows anymore what istrue
or fase. Everything we read, heer, or seefeels like alie especidly when offered up by those in authority.
The great Tower of Babd is sinking into the sucking quicksand of cynicism. Seemingly everyone is
corrupted, and the cacophony of shrieking opinionsiis giving us dl a collective migraine.

But that will end as 2007 fades out, to be replaced by therising tide of Uranus square Pluto dready
underway. As Saturn moves into oppositionto Uranus in 2008, and then last-quarter square to Plutoin
2009, confusion will be replaced by stark darity. Economic and politica eruptions will shock the system,
gearing up for a decade-long assault to the status quo. Those who have long cried out for change will get
their wish, dthough probably not inthe ways they imagined in ther cherished dreams. The manifestations
of Uranus and Pluto are by their very nature unpredictable, unexpected, and utterly surprising.

The human species has an amazing taent for adaptability. Over the next decade, that ability will be tested
as never before, as crises emerge that will force us to begin the necessary reinvention of oursdves and our
societies. Who we thought we were will change.

The past 5,000 years of civilization—which might be cdled the period of Empire—were shaped by the
collective equivadent of the “terrible twos,” the brief phase of early childhood devd opment where identity
is based on ownership, possession, and power: Me — My — Mine. In our dedings with each other and the
earth, civilization reflected this infantile orientation. Until very recently, however, only our re ationships
with each other were marred by sguabbles over who controls what, and who dominates whom.

Over thelast two centuries, the sheer scale of the human footprint has grown gargantuan, and now itis
not merdy our relations with each other that reflect an infantile and tragic narcissism. Our collective
immaturity threatens dl the life-systems of the earth itsdf.

Were our chdlenge only the reduction of human suffering in taking better care of each other, | doubt that
we would make much progress. Empire has produced an astonishing body of philosophy, law, rdigion,
and other bogus justifications that kegp us mired in our dilemma of ownership and hierarchical power, so
while individud human bengs may be sensitive to and moved by the suffering of others, the day-to-day
institutions of commerce, politics, and socid organizaion are not. A kind of psychic grid-lock exists tha
lobbies for each of us to reman in our own bubble of sdf-centeredness, insensitive to the repercussions
on others and the world around us of the ways we live.

Ownership, property, and possession are not going away, of course. Territoriality and itsramifications
are degply embedded within the human psyche's genes and memes. But so issharing. Soisgenerosity.
Empire and the predatory economic globdization currently in vogue have obscured that sense of balance.
In regarding the earth as nothing more than aresource to be plundered, we have lost the sacred sense of
bdonging. No one owns the earth and the sky, but we reward those who dam to and |et them use that
pretense to control and subjugate others. The frenzy to privatize and commodify everything is evidence
of how far we have fdlen from grace.

The laws that govern ownership and the benefits and responsibilities of property, dong with the economic
and financid systems that regulate dl commerce, were not handed down on stone tablets from on high.
Human be ngs enacted those laws and created those systems, and human bengs can change them. Thisis
not about philosophicd frameworks, such as capitadism or socidism, libertarianism or fascism. The red
world conf ounds such “pure” ideologies and dways contains bitsand pieces of every theoreticd “ism.”
Our challenge isnot abstract. Instead, we desperatdy need workable, pragmatic agreements tha restore
some semblance of harmony and bd ance to humanity and dl the other life-forms on this blue-green bdl
we call home
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What makes the 21st century historicaly unique in increasing our chances of finally moving beyond the
infantile stage of ownership, possession, power, and domination—all so characteristic of Empire—is the
fact that we have fouled our own nest. The unlimited exploitation, poisoning, and destruction of our
earthly environment have reached critical mass. Theinfinitdy complex and interactive life-systems of our
planet are now disturbed to the point of their—and our—imminent collgpse The first-quarter square of
Uranus in Aries to Pluto in Cgpricorn will awvaken us to that redity.

Collgpseis coming. Perversdy, this is good news, since human beings don't change until we have to. And
with tha crisis comes the possibility for humanity to evolve finally beyond the infantile and into the next
stage of maturation. | don't pretend to know what that will look like, but | do think that human bengs
from future centuries will gaze back on our time shaking their heads in disbdief, dmost as if wewerea
different species entirely. | hope they can say at least tha we pulled back from the brink of our own
madness to rediscov er the gentler human qudities of reverence and humility.

Bill Herbst residesin Olympia, Washington. To learn about his telephone sessions with clients go to
hisweb dte at www.billherbst.com, and click on the link in the upper right corner for Sessions FAQ.
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